
 

 

HAIRSPRAY Jnr PRODUCTION 

 

We are thrilled to be offering young people the chance to audition for 

HairsprayJnr as Expressions builds its Musical Youth Theatre. 

It’s 1962 Baltimore and Hairspray tells the story of geeky teen Tracy Turnblad - a 

big girl with a big heart, big dreams, a big stage mother and even bigger hair! 

When her dream comes true, Tracy is transformed from social outcast to sudden 

celebrity on the Corny Collins Show. Can Tracy really win the affections of teen 

heartthrob Link Larkin, can she dethrone the reigning Teen Queen, integrate a 

TV network and still have time to change the world? 

Hairspray, winner of eight Tony Awards, including Best Musical, is a family 

friendly musical, piled bouffant-high with laughter, romance and deliriously toe-

tapping, tuneful songs, to be enjoyed by the whole family. 

 

THE AUDITION PROCESS 

Auditions for all roles, ensemble and dancers will take place on 

SUNDAY 17TH NOVEMBER from 12noon at: 

Glusburn Community & Arts, Colne Road, BD20 8PJ 

 

All auditionees are asked to take part in a workshop style audition, which will 

focus on characterisation, movement & dance. There is no need to prepare 

anything for this part of the audition but please wear comfortable clothing. All 

auditionees will be asked to prepare a separate singing and acting audition. 

All auditionees will be issued an individual audition time for their main audition. 

The audition pieces for each role can be seen below. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Expressions 
Performing Arts 

Expressions Drama 
Tel: 01274 947008 / 07841651225 

Email:  info@expressionsdrama.co.uk  
Website:  www.expressionsdrama.co.uk 



Please note: You may audition for up to FOUR specific roles but will be asked 

what is your FIRST choice. 

We may decide to double cast some roles. 

Please complete the audition registration form on our website no later than 

Friday 8th November to indicate what you intend to audition for. 

TIPS! 

• This is strong ensemble show: We need to see you can work well with 

others 

• You may be asked to work individually, in pairs or groups during the 

audition 

• You will be required to attempt some choreography. 

• You will be asked to use an AMERICAN ACCENT. 

• Don’t take yourself too seriously – the workshops will be designed to be 

fun and enjoyable – so relax and go for it! 

• You may like to bring water, comfortable clothes and a sense of humour! 

 

Rehearsals 

We will start preparing for the show in class from Tuesday 26th November 2019 

Rehearsals will take place at Glusburn Community and Art Centre on the 

occasional Sunday afternoons in the New Year.  We will issue a full rehearsal 

schedule shortly. 

Rehearsal Fees 

When we have confirmed the rehearsal schedule, we will confirm the rehearsal 

fees which should be no more than £6 a session on a Sunday. This is to cover 

the hire of the premises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHARACTER ANALYSIS 

Please note ages indicated are stage “playing” ages rather than actual age of 

performer. 

All roles will be played with an American accent unless otherwise specified. 

Tracy Turnblad - Female, Teen (Mezzo – belt) 

A pleasantly plump teenager with a big heart who has dreams of being a dancing 

star ... as soon as she's out of detention for her big hair. Outgoing, unstoppable, 

good-hearted with a vibrant, lovable, spirited personality. Loves to dance. Tracy 

is on stage for a LOT of the show so she must have stamina and talent – it is 

truly a BIG role! Must be an excellent comic actress with strong dance ability. 

Must be an excellent singer with belt. 

Penny Pingleton ‐ Female, Teen (Mezzo – belt) 

Tracy's slightly dorky, ditzy, neurotic, but lovable & loyal best friend who is often 

by her side (when not grounded for life by her mother, Prudy). Falls head over 

heels for Seaweed. Performs in 4+ numbers including “Mama, I'm A Big Girl 

Now” and “Without Love.” Must be a strong actress with excellent singing and 

dance ability. 

Amber von Tussle ‐ Female, Teen (Mezzo) 

Bratty, selfish resident princess of The Corny Collins Show. Her mother's 

daughter through and through, she is willing to do anything to win the Miss 

Teenage Hairspray pageant. Council Member. Performs in 7+ numbers including 

“Cooties.” Must be a strong character actress with excellent dance ability. 

Link Larkin ‐ Male, Teen (High Baritone/Tenor with falsetto) 

Teenage heartthrob, aspiring young Elvis, and male lead dancer on The Corny 

Collins Show. Falls in love with Tracy (Amber is soooo jealous!). He is 

handsome, sexy, clean-cut, good-hearted, down-to-earth. Performs in 7+ 

numbers including “It Takes Two.” Must be a strong actor and dancer with 

excellent singing voice. 

Seaweed J. Stubbs ‐ Male, Teen (Tenor) 

Motormouth Maybelle’s Cool, sexy, street smart, good-hearted son and a 

talented dancer on The Corny Collins Show, but only allowed on “Negro Day.” 

Ends up in detention with Tracy. Falls in love with Penny. Must be an excellent 

singer and dancer with great stage presence. 

 

 



Little Inez – Female, Early Teens (Mezzo – belt) 

Seaweed's little sister and just as talented a dancer. She is spunky, tough, 

streetwise, outgoing and appears older than her years. She tries to audition for 

The Corny Collins Show but is turned away by Velma because she is black. 

Performs in 3+ numbers including “Run And Tell That.” Must be an excellent 

dancer and singer with belt. 

The Dynamites ‐ Female, Teens to 20s (Mezzo – belt) 

Judine, Kamilah, and Shayna – Talented black vocal trio a la The Supremes. 

Featured in many numbers together and usually in tight harmony. May double for 

other ensemble roles. Must be excellent singers. 

Council Members ‐ Tammy, Brad, Fender, Brenda, Sketch, Shelley, IQ, Lou 

Ann 

Dancers and singers on The Corny Collins Show. Perform in 5+ numbers 

including “Nicest Kids In Town” and “You Can’t Stop The Beat.” 

Edna Turnblad ‐ Male to play female, 40 – 50 (Baritone) 

Tracy’s kind, plus‐sized mother; runs a laundry business out of her home but 

hasn't been out in a while. Sincere and honest, not camp drag. This drag role 

requires a strong comic male performer who is ready for his inner woman to take 

the spotlight- Edna is not a man pretending to be a woman, she is all woman! 

Must be a good mover and be able to walk in heels. 

Wilbur Turnblad ‐ Male, 40 – 55 (Baritone) 

Tracy’s sweet, goofy father, who owns the Har‐De‐Har Hut joke shop and is still 

madly in love with his wife, Edna. He encourages Tracy to follow her dreams. 

Must be a strong character actor with good comic timing. 

Corny Collins ‐ Male, 20 – 30 (Tenor) 

The exciting, confident dancing and singing host of his own TV dance show. 

Handsome, charming, engaging and smooth. Corny is in favour of Tracy and 

racial integration. Performs in 4+ numbers including “Nicest Kids In Town” and 

“Hairspray.” 

Velma von Tussle – Female, 40 – 50 (Mezzo - belt) 

Amber's slim and attractive but overbearing mother who pushes her daughter to 

seek stardom. Velma is the scheming producer of The Corny Collins Show who 

tries to steer it in the “white” direction. Her sensitivities are offended at the very 

sight of Tracy. A great villainess role. Must be a strong character actress, dancer 

and singer. 

 



Motormouth Maybelle ‐ Female, 40 – 50 (Alto – belt) 

Seaweed and Little Inez's mother. Queen of Baltimore Soul and a radio DJ. 

Powerful and inspiring, with an infectious, brassy personality. She is a strong, 

soulful, gospel/pop singer with tons of 60's cool and hip, a liberal who is part of 

the civil rights movement. Must be a strong actress with ability to convey depth 

and light-heartedness, a soulful powerful vocal with belt essential. 

Female Authority Figure – Female, 20 – 50 (Alto/Soprano) 

We require a strong character actor to play the roles of Prudy Pingleton (Penny's 

uptight mother), the sadistic gym teacher, and the prison matron. 

Male Authority Figure – Male, 20 – 50 (Baritone/Tenor) 

We require a strong character actor to play the roles of Harriman F. Spritzer 

(President of Ultra Clutch cosmetics), the high‐blood pressure principal, and Mr. 

Pinky (owner of a plus‐sized dress shop) 

Other Students / Ensemble 

We require a strong ensemble to play other characters such as Cindy, Gilbert, 

News reporter, Duane, Lorraine, Stooie, Thad – Kids we find in detention and in 

Motormouth Maybelle's record shop. 

Dance Team 

We require a small but strong team of dancers who will feature in some of the 

larger numbers. 

 

CASTING 

It is impossible for us to foresee who will audition for the roles in this production 

and whilst we hope to be able to get a range of actors of varying ethnicities, we 

recognise that it may not be possible to cast the show using the ethnicities as 

described in the musical book. Therefore, we encourage anyone, regardless of 

ethnicity, gender or physical appearance to audition for ANY role regardless of 

how the role has been written to be portrayed. We will then be able to consider 

all the available options before finalising the casting of this production. 

If you have any questions about this, reservations or would like more information 

do not hesitate to get in contact with us. 

 

Good Luck ! 



ACTING AUDITION PIECES 

 

TRACY TURNBLAD 
 

Tracy: (answering the phone) Hello? Yes, this is Tracy Turnblad. Hello, Mr. 

Pinky. 

Edna: (whispering) As in the Mr. Pinky? 

Tracy: You want to hire me as your exclusive spokesgirl and fashion effigy? 

(To Edna) 

What’s an effigy? 

(Back on the phone) 

That’s very flattering, but I’m afraid all business must go through my agent… It 

would be our pleasure. We’ll be right over, Mr. Pinky. Goodbye! (Hangs up the 

phone) 

Mother, put that thing down. I’m taking my new agent to the Hefty Hideaway and 

then out on the town! There’s a great big world out there I know nothing about. 

When things get rough, a girl needs her mother. 

****** 

Tracy: Why do they have to be so mean? “You’re short, you’re stout, you’re not 

Council material.” I wear the latest fashions, I keep up with all the styles. I’m 

teasing my hair as high as I can! Will they give me a chance? Encouragement? 

Appreciation? No, all I ever hear is . . .  

Detention! Is there no pity for a teen just trying to fit in? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PENNY PINGLETON 
 

Seaweed: Pssst! Penny! 

Penny: Seaweed! Shh!! Don’t let my mother hear you. 

Seaweed: What happened? 

Penny: She’s punishing me for going to jail without her permission. 

Seaweed: I’ve come to rescue the fair maiden from her tower. 

Penny: Oh, Seaweed, you do care! I was worried I was just a lonely teenager’s 

forbidden fantasy. 

Seaweed: From the moment I saw you, I knew that even the colours of our skin 

couldn’t keep us apart. (Starts to untie rope) 

Penny: Hurry, Seaweed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

AMBER VON TUSSLE 
 

Amber: (grabbing the microphone) No, she can’t be Miss Hairspray! She’s the 

before in the Metrecal diet ad, and I’m the after, and afters always win! 

Corny: Oh Amber! So, Tracy, tell us true, how would you like Link Larkin to sing 

a song just for you? 

Amber: (grabbing the microphone) No! He can’t because everyone knows that 

whenever he sings, he’s singing to me. He’s completely involved with me, see? 

You people are ignoring the laws of nature! Mother! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LITTLE INEZ 
 

Little Inez: Are all rich people like that? 

Motormouth: No hunny! It’s just how society has made some of them! 

Little Inez: But I practised so hard! Now I’ll never get a chance to be on the 

show! 

Amber: It’s wrong! It’s just so wrong! 

Little Inez: Hand over that halo Amber 

Amber: You’ll have to rip it from my cold dead hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VELMA VON TUSSLE 
 

Velma: Bang your drum, Bonzo. No one cares. Don’t get any more cute ideas 

about protesting of even showing up at the special. I’ll have armed guards 

surrounding the Eventorium to make sure Tracy doesn’t get within 100 miles of 

that place. Game, set, match. 

Guard: Ladies you are free to go, with sincere apologies of the governor. 

Velma: The governor? Really? Sweet, chubby Millard. We dated on and off in 

college. Now, if you Doublewide Twins will excuse me, I have a national TV 

spectacular to produce. So long, Balti-morons! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOTORMOUTH MAYBELLE 
 

Motormouth: Hold it! Nobody ever said this was gonna be easy.If something’s 

worth having, it’s worth fighting for. Tracy, why did you start all this in the first 

place? Was it to dance on TV? 

Tracy: No 

Motormouth: Was it do you could get the boy? 

Tracy: No, I almost lost him because of it. I just think it’s stupid we can’t all 

dance together. 

Motormouth: So you tried once and you failed. We can’t get lazy when things 

get crazy. Children, you were not the first to try and you won’t be the last, but I 

am here to tell you that I’m gonna keep lining up until someday somebody 

breaks through. And I’ve been looking at that door a lot longer than you. 

Tracy: What door? 

Motormouth: The front door. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDNA TURNBLAD 
 

Edna: (into the phone) Yes. Thank you so much!... I’m sure Tracy appreciates 

your vote for Miss Teenage Hairspray. Yes! And she loves you too. Very much. 

Whoever you are. Goodbye! 

(The phone rings again.) 

This is crazy. 

(answering) 

Hello? What am I wearing? A house coat, scuffies, and Supp-Hose. What are 

you wearing? Hello? Hello? 

(Puzzled, she hangs up.) 

Tracy: (bursting in excitedly) mama did you see, did you see me? 

Edna: Of course I did. It was on television. I had to. The phones been ringing 

like we was a telethon. To think, The fruit of my womb, a beloved TV icon. 

Tracy: So you’re not mad? 

Edna: Mad? How can I be mad? You’re famous! If he only told me you was 

going to get on the show, I would never have said you couldn’t. But sit… Tell me, 

is fame all you thought it would be? Are you happy, honey? 

Tracy: Yes mamma. And I think I’m in love. 

Edna: I know I’ve been following. But you and I are going to have to have a talk 

about crooners. You can learn a lot from the mistakes of Miss Debbie Reynolds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILBUR TURNBLAD 
 

Wilbur: Tracy, this TV thing… You really want it? 

Tracy: It’s my dream, Daddy. 

(Pause) 

Wilbur: Then you go for it! This is America, babe you gotta think big to be big. 

Edna: Being big is not the problem, Wilbur. 

Wilbur: When I was your age my parents begged me to run away with the 

circus, but I said, “No. That’s what you want. I have dreams on my own.” I 

dreamt of opening a chain of joke shops worldwide. So, okay, I’ve still only got 

one, but someday, if I can figure out how to keep the air from leaking out of my 

sofasized Whoopee Cushion, I’m going to make a noise heard round the world! 

You follow your dream, baby. I’m grabbin’ an Orange Crush and heading back 

down to the Har-De-Har Hut. I’ve got my dream… And I wuv it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LINK LARKIN 
Link: (pulling Tracy aside) Tracy, You can’t do this. You’re new to the Council. 

You’ll be blackballed and thrown off the show for sure. 

Tracy: That’s why we’re all doing it together. 

Link: Not Me. 

Tracy: You don’t think segregation is wrong? 

Link: I like these people. But whether or not they’re on TV won’t get me a 

recording contract. 

(Realises this sounds too shallow) 

That came out wrong. I’ve been singing and dancing and smiling on that show 

for three years waiting for it to lead to my break. You’ve got everything: brains, 

talent, personality. Me? I’ve got one chance to get seen nationwide. Saturday 

night is everything I’ve worked for. I’m not gonna throw it away. C’mon, I’m 

leaving and you gotta too. 

(He starts towards the door) 

Tracy: No! I want to do this and so should you. It’s what’s right. Stay, Link. 

Please stay. 

Link: Sorry. 

Tracy: But you and me together… I was just starting to think… 

Link: Sure. Me too. But I don’t know. It’s getting too complicated. And there’s still 

Amber. See ya, little darlin’. 

(He exits) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CORNY COLLINS 
 

Corny: Now don’t forget, guys and Gidgets – our very first primetime spectacular 

is coming up on June 6th. We’ll be live at Baltimore’s brand-new Eventorium 

broadcasting nationwide! 

Talent scouts will be on hand from all of the major record labels, and sponsoring 

the event will be none other than our very own Ultra Clutch Hairspray. So, let’s 

give a great big fawning Baltimore salute to the President of Ultra Clutch, 

Harriman F. Spritzer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SEAWEED STUBBS 
Tracy: Detention! Is there no pity for a teen just trying to fit in? 

Seaweed: Maybe you oughtn’t try so hard? 

Tracy: Excuse me. You get detention just about every time I do, and I’ve never 

seen you complain. 

Seaweed: Oh, but I do. This is my way of complaining. 

(Seaweed turns on a small radio. Music starts and he does a soulful little dance.) 

It’s how I use my blues. 

Tracy: Hey, that move’s swift. 

Seaweed: The man can dine me on a diet of detention so long as he don’t 

starve me of my tunes. 

(Seaweed dances) 

Here’s a little something-something signified to say, “Hello, my names Seaweed 

J. Stubbs. What’s yours?” 

Tracy: That’s unbelievable. Can I do that? 

Seaweed: I don’t know. Can you? 

(Tracy and Seaweed dance together.) 

Tracy: Hello. My name is Tracy Turnblad. 

Seaweed: Ain’t no black and white in here. Detention is a rainbow experience 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENSEMBLE & OTHER ROLES 
 

Newscaster: Elsewhere in local news, teenage TV personality and rabble 

rouser, Tracy Turnblad, has escaped from the Baltimore Women’s House of 

Detention. Authorities believe she may have been aided by the once promising, 

formerly wholesome teen idol, Link Larkin. If sighted, citizens are asked to notify 

police or, if phone service is not available, simply shoot to kill. In entertainment 

news, Eva Marie is no saint… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MUSIC FOR SINGING AUDITIONS 

 

Sheet music is available from the website: 

TRACY: I Can Hear the Bells (start-b78), Without Love (b25-44) 

PENNY:  Mama I’m A Big Girl Now (all, singing all solo lines) 

AMBER: Mama I’m A Big Girl Now (start-b49, singing all solo lines), Cooties (all) 

LINK: It Takes Two (all), Without Love (start-b24) 

SEAWEED: Run And Tell That (all except middle section) 

LITTLE INEZ: Run And Tell That (middle section) 

EDNA: Welcome To The 60s (b130-end), Timeless To Me (all) 

WILBUR: Timeless To Me (all) 

MOTORMOUTH: I Know Where I’ve Been (all) 

VELMA: Velma’s Revenge (all) 

CORNY Collins: Hairspray (all) 

MALE & FEMALE ENSEMBLE:  Welcome To The 60s From b147-end, learn either the ‘girls’ 

or ‘guy’ lines from the score. If you want to pick a harmony line where it splits, great, otherwise 

just take themelody line ‘girls’ or ‘guys’ lines from the score. 

AND 

Females: I Can Hear the Bells, start-b42 

Males: Hairspray, start-b45 


